
Mrs Janie Martin has agreed to become our new President. 

She follows in the footsteps of Colonel Sir Andrew Martin,  Lord 

Lieutenant for Leicestershire and our founder, and of Lady Martin. 

Mrs Janie Martin has recently returned to live at The Brand, 

Woodhouse Eaves after the conclusion of the military career of her 

husband, Colonel Robert Martin 

who is shortly to become High 

Sheriff of Leicestershire. 

Mrs Martin has three grown-up 

children, now working away from 

home. 

She is already active in many local 

fields. She is a Parish Councillor 

and School Governor, President of 

Leicestershire & Rutland Women’s 

Section of the Royal British 

Legion, President of the Leicester 

Ladies Lifeboat Guild and County 

Co-ordinator for Help for Heroes.  

We look forward to welcoming 

Mrs Martin to our meetings.   

Our New President 

 Coming Events 

 AGM 15th March 

 26th May-Visit to Benscliffe 

Wood 

 23rd June-Visit to Sence 

Valley Forest Park 
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Inside this issue: 

Phoenix Barn, Swithland, to be demolished 

After a great deal of local objection, supported by Friends of 

Charnwood Forest, an application for planning permission 

was rejected and a subsequent appeal also failed. 

The owner has been ordered to demolish the structure within 

a few months. 
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Over the last year FOCF have been negotiating with Aggregate Industries, owners of Bardon Hill Quarry, 
to recognise that in destroying a large area of Charnwood Forest the company should be putting something back 
into the community. Our requests were that AI should consider providing some compensating land that could 
provide a habitat network between the fragmented nature reserves and wildlife site in the area from Abbots Oak 
to Holly Hayes Wood, and secondly provide a Charnwood Forest Visitors Centre. It is disappointing to report that 
we have not achieved our objectives, and following the submission of their Planning Application we have formally, 
on the 27th January, withdrawn from the discussions and will raise objections to the extension of the quarry. 

 

 Background Information  

Aggregate Industries, the owners of Bardon Hill Quarry have submitted a minerals planning application 
(2010/c185/07) to extract 132 million tonnes of volcanic rock from a new site of 66 hectares (163 acres). The 
proposed extension lies to the south east of the existing quarry between the A511 known as Shaw Lane and the 
Copt Oak to the East and the driveway to Bardon Hall to the north. 

It is argued by Aggregate Industries that this new site should be considered as an extension as it will be 
connected to the existing site by a conveyor. Stone quarried at the new site will be processed through a primary 
crusher before being transported by the conveyor to the existing secondary crushers and ancillary processing 
plant which will remain in situ at the current location. 

The current output is around 3 million tonnes per annum with 1 millions tonnes being transported by rail 
and 2 million tonnes by road. Without an extension, Bardon Hill Quarry will close within 10 years. 

The planning application covers an area of almost 500 hectares (1235 acres) and includes the existing 
quarry, most of the Bardon Estate as well as the proposed extension. Removal of the overlying clay will be used 
to create new raised screening of the site resulting in a permanent change to 
the landscape. 

 A planning application of this scale must be accompanied by an 
assessment of environmental impacts. Where negative impacts such as 
noise, dust, loss of wildlife habitats etc are identified the mitigation measures 
have to be balanced against the perceived economic benefits of the new 
quarry. 

As far as Charnwood Forest is concerned there is a loss of 350 acres of arable and pasture land, the 
associated hedges and dry stone walls together with rock outcrops, known as Rise Rocks, and the source of the 
River Sence. 

We have to recognise that that hard stone is a national resource and is covered by national policy 
objectives which aim to safeguard crushed rock supply in the nationôs interest. To maintain supply new reserves 
have to be identified as sources are worked out but the Regional Aggregates Working Party makes no specific 
site allocations though extensions are allowed. 

 
Summary of negotiations  
Throughout the discussions with AI the scope has evolved and changed. Our proposed Visitors Centre is 

included in the planning application as a study centre at a site to be determined by AI within their estate. The 
concept of creating network habitats in an area bordering the quarry has evolved into a much larger concept 
known as the West Charnwood Living Landscape extending from the M1 to Grace Dieu. This is in recognition that 
the existing wildlife sites are fragmented and to quote Stephanie Hillborn CEO Wildlife Trust,òéif we donôt give 
our wildlife enough room to manoeuvre a collapse of biodiversity is inevitableò. Creating these habitat networks, 
or green corridors, requires acceptance and financial help to the landowners concerned. We have asked for AI to 
support this financially and have only been offered help from one person on a part time basis which we regard as 
derisory. 
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 BARDON HILL QUARRY EXTENSION  

ñ a loss of 350 acres of 

arable and pasture landò 

SPR IN G NEW SLET TE R  



 

 

 

BARDON HILL QUARRY EXTENSION (continued)  
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Our position  

Firstly it can be argued that this is a new quarry and not an extension. An extension means to make 
larger or longer. This is on a new site connected by a conveyor. This is an important point as in planning terms 
extensions of quarries are permissible and written into the Regional Aggregates Working Party policy, but new 
quarries are subject to different criteria. 

There have been two previous planning applications on the Rise Rocks site; both have been rejected on 
Appeal at Ministerial level on the basis of inferior stone quality and loss of the environment. AI are proposing to 
destroy and damage environmentally a large area of Charnwood Forest and do not wish to recognise the 
importance of supporting financially the enhancement of the adjacent land to create habitat networks. Of course 
they have excellent plans for environmental improvements on the land they own and create around the quarry but 
this is relatively small scale. 

During our discussions we shared our objectives with members of the County Council, NW Leicestershire 
District Council, local councillors, the Wildlife Trust, Natural England, and CPRE and received much 
encouragement. So with their support we feel we have a good case to put to the Minerals Planning Committee 
that the extension should be rejected unless there is some environment compensation for the community and 
wildlife. 

 

 Dick Howard 

Reintroduction of Raptors to Britain 

                                               Talk by Tim Mackrill 

                                       

                                     7.30 p.m. Monday 15th March 2010 

                                        Woodhouse Eaves Village Hall 

 

 After centuries of persecution, Britainôs birds of prey have enjoyed something of a recovery in 
recent years. This is in no small part thanks to ground-breaking reintroduction work involving 

Ospreys, Red Kites and White-tailed Eagles.  

 

 With a special emphasis on Ospreys, Tim Mackrill will explain how this work has enabled the 
three species to make a welcome return to the skies of the UK. He will also consider the future 
and how it may soon be possible to see all three species together in Leicestershire and Rut-

land. 

 Time Mackrill has been involved in raptor conservation for more than ten years. Having gradu-
ated with a degree in Ecology from the University of East Anglia, Tim has managed the Rut-
land Osprey Project since 2005.He has also carried out important fieldwork for the Highland 
Foundation for Wildlife in Scotland. Tim is an advocate of pro-active hands-on conservation.  

His enthusiasm and knowledge of the subject will make for an informative and interesting talk. 



Committee Members & Officers 

Since the last newsletter we have said goodbye to Mrs Angela 

Marmont who has served on the Committee for several years, 

We are very happy that she remains a member of the Society. 

As you can see on the front page, we have welcomed Mrs 

Janie Martin. 

After several years trying to find a new Secretary we believe 

that we have a volunteer! More news next time or at the 

Annual General Meeting. 

If you would like to help, please call the Chairman 

Chairman: Dick Howard  

              Townhead Farm 

            Leicester Road 

  Markfield, Leics LE67 9RE 

FR I EN DS O F CH ARNWOOD  

FO R EST  

Each year we have to chase a few members who forget. 

 

Just to remind you: 

 

Individuals £10 

 

Families £20 

 

Corporate £25 

Treasurer:  Kim Turner 

Poultney Farm, Priory Lane 

Ulverscroft, Markfield LE67 9PA 

01530 244921 

Subscriptions are due-Have you changed your standing order? 

Phone: 01530-245373 

 
 

Keeping Charnwood Forest for 
future generations 


